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SUBJECT: VISIT TO GREECE OE FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING 

1. FRENCH PRESIDENT VALERY GISCARD D'ESTAING VISITED GREECE 
SEPTEMBER 17-21, 1975, THE FIRST CHIEF OF STATE TO DO SO SINCE 

THE FALL OF THE JUNTA AND THE RETURN OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT. 

HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MRS GISCARD D'ESTAING, FOREIGN MINISTER 
JEAN SAUVAGNARGUES AND A SMALL ENTOURAGE OF OTHER FRENCH 
OFFICIALS, AS WELL AS SOME EIGHTY-ODD FRENCH NEWSMEN. THE 
PRESIDENT PAID AN OFFICIAL THREE-DAY VISIT TO ATHENS AND 
THESSALONIKI, FOLLOWED BY A PRIVATE TWO-DAY CRUISE TO THE GREEK 
ISLES WITH PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS 

2. AFTER ARRIVING AT ELLINIKON AIRPORT ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 
THE FRENCH PRESIDENT, PROCEEDED TO THE PILLARS OF ZEUS IN DOWNTOWN 
ATHENS WHERE HE RECEIVED THE KEY TO THE CITY FROM THE CITY'S MAYOR. 
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CAPTIVATED THE HEARTS OF THE GREEK PEOPLE. LATER THAT EVENING, 
PRESIDENT TSATSOS GAVE A STATE DINNER AT THE PRESIDENTIAL MANSION 
(THE EORMER ROYAL PALACE). 

3. ON THURSDAY, GISCARD D'ESTAING PLACED A WREATH AT THE TOMB 
OE THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER. HE THEN MET WITH PRESIDENT TSATSOS 
EOR A BRIEF DISCUSSION, AND THEN WITH PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS 
EOR A LENGTHIER SESSION, IN WHICH THEIR TWO EOREIGN MINISTERS 
LATER JOINED. THE MEETING WAS EOLLOWED BY A LUNCHEON HOSTED BY 
CARAMANLIS. THAT EVENING, THE ERENCH PRESIDENT OEFERED A LARGE 
RECEPTION AND THEN RECIPROCATED THE OEEICIAL HOSPITALITY BY GIVING 
A EORMAL DINNER AT THE ERENCH EMBASSY IN HONOR OE HIS HOSTS 

4. ON ERIDAY, GISCARD D'ESTAING TOURED THE ACROPOLIS AND THE 
ERENCH ARCHEOLOGICAL SCHOOL BEFORE FLYING TO THESSALONIKI WITH 
CARAMANLIS. DURING THEIR TOUR OF THAT NORTHERN GREEK CITY, THEY 
ALSO VISITED THE FRENCH CEMETERY FROM WORLD WAR I (AS HAD FORMER 
PRESIDENT DE GAULLE DURING HIS 1963 VISIT). THE FRENCH PRESIDENT 
HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE UPON HIS RETURN TO ATHENS LATER IN THE DAY 

5. ON SATURDAY, AFTER THE OFFICIAL VISIT HAD ENDED, THE 

FRENCH PRESIDENT JOINTED PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS FOR A PRIVATE 
CRUISE TO THE GREEK ISLES IN THE IONIAN, RETURNING TO ATHENS 
ON SUNDAY. BIDDING FAREWELL TO THE GREEK PEOPLE AND THEIR T RADERS 
IN GREEK, PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING DEPARTED SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
FOR FRANCE 

6. EACH EVENT GAVE OCCASION FOR PUBLIC REMARKS AND SPEECHES 
THE CONTENTS OF WHICH, AS WELL AS THE ATMOSPHERICS, WILL BE 
DESCRIBED IN GREATER DETAIL BY SEPARATE TELEGRAM. 
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